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BRACKLA COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 

 
       

   
 

Minutes of Full Council meeting held at 6:30 pm on Thursday, 16th July 2026 
 
 

This meeting was held on a multi-location basis in accordance with the provisions of The Local Government and 
Elections (Wales) Act 2021 

 
Location – The Boardroom, Oak Tree Surgery, Whitethorn Drive, Brackla CF31 2PQ 

 
 
Members Present    

Cllr R Smith (Chairman) 
Cllr K Hughes  
Cllr W Kendall 
Cllr E Caparros 

     Cllr J Spanswick 
     Cllr S Griffiths (online) 
           
    
         
Others Present    Mr M Evans – Clerk to the Council 

Miss H May – Administrative Officer 
Mr P Ley – Responsible Financial Officer 

      
 
Absent      
     Cllr J Llewellyn-Hopkins   

Cllr M Payn 
     Cllr C Cadogan 
     Cllr K Hoy  
     Cllr S Winkley  
     Cllr L Lewis  
 
    
15. To receive Apologies for absence 

Cllr J Llewellyn-Hopkins 
Cllr M Payn 
Cllr L Lewis 
Cllr K Hoy 
Cllr S Winkley 
 

 
16. To receive Members’ Declarations of Interest in respect of the business to be transacted 
 

Cllr E Caparros declared a personal interest as a BCBC Councillor in all matters pertaining to BCBC. 
 
Cllr W Kendall declared a personal interest as a BCBC Councillor in all matters pertaining to BCBC. 
 
Cllr S Griffiths declared a personal interest as a BCBC Councillor in all matters pertaining to BCBC 
 
Cllr J Spanswick declared a personal interest as Leader of BCBC in all matters pertaining to BCBC. 
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17. Public questions (limited to 10 minutes – S/O 3G) 
 
 None.  

 
 

18. To agree Minutes of the Annual Meeting dated 21st May 2026 
 
 Resolved: 
 

It was resolved that the minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 21st May were accurate. 
 
 
19. To agree Minutes of the Full Council Meeting dated 18th June 2026 
 
 Resolved: 
 

It was resolved that the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 18th June were accurate. 
 
 
20. To note matters arising not addressed elsewhere on the Agenda – Clerk’s Report 

   

An update regarding Brackla Community Centre. 

 

• 2 x Fire Exit Doors & new alarm system have been fully installed. 

 

• Work is currently in progress to install fascias and soffits. 

 

• Installers are unable to provide details of a completion date. They are aware of the urgency 

because due to scaffolding, there is currently diminished disabled access to the property. 

 
 

Wales in Bloom. 

 
➢ A big thank you to Cllr Llewellyn-Hopkins and Cllr Hughes who along with our Gardening 

Contractor, Dave Thomas, recently met with the Wales in Bloom Judge. 

 
➢ The Judge was driven by Cllr Llewellyn-Hopkins around Brackla which included visits to 

Tremains Wood where they met Dana Boon (of the Tremains Woodland Rangers) and to the 

Crematorium. 

 
➢ The Judge was very impressed with what he saw and confirmed that the damage to certain flower 

beds was indeed due to a box caterpillar infestation and not the use of weedkiller. 

 
➢ It’s hoped that we can improve on last year’s silver award. 

 
 

Tree Planting 

 
➢ As will be heard later in the meeting, the Finance & HR Committee recommends that the Council 

spends more from the remaining £7,800 grant funds on the purchase of native trees from Coed y 

Tor Nursery in Cowbridge. 

 
➢ The proprietor, Nancy Evans, has advised that he has 85 saplings of various sizes available at a 

cost of circa £2,800. 

 
➢ If we place a new order with her, she will look after the plants until we need them for planting. 
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Solar Panels at Community Centre 

 
➢ Again, this was discussed at the Finance & HR Committee this week. 

 
➢ There is grant funding available for the installation of solar panels at the Community Centre. 

 
➢ 3 quotes have been obtained – these will be discussed later in the meeting. 

 
 

Reviewing a quote from Pendragon Fireworks & Pyrotechnics  

 
➢ Pendragon have provided a quote of £4,708 + VAT (an uplift of 8% from their 2024 fee). 

 
➢ Assuming we meet all the requirements from BCBC in mitigating the risks of holding a display, 

are we happy to accept this quote? 

Resolved: 

It was unanimously agreed to accept the quote from Pendragon Fireworks & Pyrotechnics. 

 
 

21. Matters pertaining to Finance, Governance and Administration. 

 

a. To receive YTD Financial Accounts – June 2026. 

 

Resolved: 

The accounts were approved unanimously.  
 

b. To note bank reconciliation as at 30th June 2026. 

 

Resolved: 

The bank reconciliations were approved unanimously.  

 

c. To note Payments made during the previous month.  

 

Resolved: 

The accounts were approved unanimously.   
 
d. to approve Payment schedule as presented.  

 



 

4 

 

      

Date Cq No Amount Payee Details 

1.7.26 205768 420.00 Wayne Clark Reptiles Fun Day 

1.7.26 205769 8.60 RFO Mileage 

15.7.26 205779 1401.40 HMRC Tax /NI 

15.7.26 SO 1062.82 Admin asst Wages 

15.7.26 SO 1222.81 RFO Wages 

15.7.26 SO 495.69 Centre Cleaner Wages 

15.7.26 SO 397.29 Centre Caretaker Wages 

15.7.26 SO 2014.12 Clerk Wages 

29.7.26 SO 1431.34 RCT Pension 

1.7.26 770 200.00 J Weston-Crazy Faces Face Fun day activities 

1.7.26 771 969.97 NWS Ltd Waste Collection 

4.7.26 772 36.00 Switch Contractor Services Callout Centre 

6.7.26 773 387.27 Wales Audit Office  2024/25 Fee 

7.7.26 774 4,103.06 Corp Fire protection 2 x Fire Doors at Centre 

14.7.26 775 45.89 Viking Cleaning Materials 

15.7.26 776 192.00 Cllr Hoy Allowance for Meetings 

15.7.26 777 408.00 Cllr Hughes Allowance for Meetings 

15.7.26 778 192.00 Cllr Cadogan Allowance for Meetings 

See Staff List     

16.7.26 780 950.00 R J Saunders Intruder Alarm Centre 

16.7.26 781 2,055.65 MS Property Grounds Maintenance 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Resolved:  
 

 The payments were unanimously approved. 
 
    

 

22. To consider recommendations from the HR & Finance Committee meeting dated 14th July 2026. 

  

• It is recommended that due to existing volatile market conditions, Brackla CC should review the 

available tariffs in September 2026 before deciding whether to change energy suppliers in October 

2026 (when our current contracts end). 

Resolved: 

It was agreed to seek quotes in September 2026. 

 

• It is recommended that Brackla CC should utilise a portion of the remaining £7,800 grant funding to 

purchase further saplings from Coed y Tor Nursery and to purchase further tools for planting. 

Applications should be made to organisations such as the Woodland Trust for free saplings. 

Resolved: 

It was agreed to spend a portion of the available funds with Coed y Tor nursery and to purchase any 

tools required to assist with the planting. 
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• It is recommended that Brackla CC’s reserves should be updated as follows: 

 

Reserves as at 31st March 2026:  

General 35,304.00 

Community Centre 48,000.00 

Tree Planting * 8,900.00 

Hanging Baskets Brackets 6,300.00 

Christmas Lights 8,587.00 

Total 107,091.00 

  

Proposed amendments:  

General 16,191.00 

Community Centre 31,000.00  

Solar Panels (if no grant funding) 20,000.00 

Soffits & Fascia Boards 9,000.00 

Tree Planting * 8,900.00 

Hanging Baskets Brackets 6,300.00 

Benches Installation 200.00 

Christmas Lights 10,000.00 

Fireworks Display 5,500.00 

Total 107,091.00 

 
 
Resolved: 
 
It was agreed to accept the proposed amendments to Brackla CC’s reserves. 
 
 

•  It is recommended that the Clerk should make an application to BCBC’s Resilient Communities 

Energy Efficiency Grant scheme for funding regarding the installation of solar panels at Brackla 

Community Centre. 

It is recommended that Brackla CC should identify a preferred supplier from the three quotes received 
prior to the submission of the above grant application. 

 
 Resolved: 
 

It was agreed that the Clerk should seek grant funding for the installation of solar panels at Brackla 
Community Centre. 
 
Of the three quotes obtained by the Clerk, the Council unanimously agreed to accept the lowest quote 
of £20,000, from Quantum Renewables Limited, subject to obtaining grant funding and a satisfactory 
structural survey of the Community Centre roof. 
 
If the application for grant funding is unsuccessful, the Council will meet to discuss whether to fund 
the purchase from Council Reserves. 
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23. A discussion regarding BCBC’s Agency Agreement for public rights of way 
 
 Resolved: 
 

Having reviewed a letter from BCBC’s Rights of Way Manager, it was unanimously agreed not to 
enter into an Agency Agreement with BCBC for the maintenance of public rights of way in Brackla. 
The Clerk and Councillors were asked to review the state of the 7.25km of pathways in Brackla 
throughout the year. 

 
 
24. To consider BCBC’s planned diversion of Footpath 2 in Brackla. 
 

Brackla CC has been asked by BCBC to comment on diversion plans for both pathway 2 and pathway 
4 in Brackla. 

 
Councillors commented that this was basically an exercise in correcting the errors in existing maps. 

 
Cllr Hughes has met with residents affected by these plans and has explained that it is a tidying-up 
exercise. None of the residents concerned have been contacted by BCBC. 

 
  

Resolved: 
 

It was unanimously agreed to note that these pathways do already exist, but residents would have 
wished to have been consulted about pathways, which according to the maps, affect certain properties. 

 
 
25. Consideration of a request from BCBC to suggest a street name for the site on which a new Aldi 

store is being constructed. 
 
  
 Resolved: 
 

It was unanimously resolved to contact Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Ogwr to ask if their pupils would be 
interested in naming the street. 
 

 
26. An invitation from Bridgend Town Council for a Councillor to join the Bridgend Town Twinning 

Advisory Committee. 
 
Resolved: 
 
It was unanimously agreed to decline the invitation to join the Town Twinning Committee. 

 

 
13. To receive Members’ Reports 
 

Cllr Spanswick 
 

He commented that at last week’s meeting of BCBC’s Standards Committee, the subject of Cllr Lewis’s 
non-attendance at Code of Conduct training was discussed (following her censure at a meeting of the 
Standards Committee in May 2025). The Monitoring Officer has been unable to contact Cllr Lewis so 
will now be writing to the Ombudsman on behalf of BCBC’s Standards Committee to report her failure 
to attend the requested training. 
 
He mentioned that the content on Brackla CC’s noticeboards needs to be updated. In response, the 
RFO advised that all the boards had been updated in the past week. 
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It was previously agreed that a small patch of land at Cae Brackla would be adopted by Brackla CC 
from Persimmon Homes, but this had still not been completed. In response, the Clerk advised that the 
matter is still in the hands of Persimmons’ legal team and that the matter is being chased. 
 
He advised that disparaging personal remarks regarding Cllr Caparros and himself, had been placed 
on Facebook by the Council’s Grounds Maintenance Contractor. Cllr Spanswick asked the Clerk to 
note the comments which appear to disregard the requirements of the Council’s grounds maintenance 
contract. 
 
He commented that a meeting of the Wellbeing of Future Generations Committee was overdue. The 
Clerk advised that a meeting is planned for the week commencing 27th July 2026. 
 
 
Cllr Hughes 

 
On 6th July, he attended BCBC’s Town & Community Council forum. Surprisingly, there were no 
Senior Managers in attendance and the meeting only lasted for thirty minutes. The Agenda and 
supporting papers are available online, should anyone wish to view these. 
 
An engagement event was recently held at Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Ogwr School outlining the new 
proposals for the Welsh school. The pre-application stage will now need to be repeated, and Brackla 
CC should be consulted again, as we were in 2022. 
 
He commented that it would be useful to have a map of all BCBC-owned land in Brackla. Cllr Caparros 
confirmed that such a map did exist and could be requested by the Clerk. 
 
BCBC has responded to a complaint about the threat caused by vehicles coming around the corner at 
speed from the Haywain towards the crossing come out of Tremains Court, to advise that there are 
no funds currently for traffic calming measures at this location. 
 
On the Brackla CC website, the Clerk was asked to update the Councillors currently sitting on Brackla 
CC’s three committees. 
 
Cllr Caparros 
 
He advised that work is complete on the new zebra crossing near to the Hunters Lodge public house. 
 
He has reported overgrown foliage on the exit from Channel View on to Brackla Way. 
 
The multi-use games area has now been painted  
 
 

14. To consider Planning Applications received since the last meeting: 

 

 

To consider Planning Applications received since the last meeting:  

 

• P/26/296/FUL – 62, Fox Hollows, Brackla, Bridgend CF31 2NH 

 

Proposal:  

First floor side bathroom extension under disabled facilities grant. 

 

Resolved: 

The extension is being built over the existing ground floor footprint and does not appear to have any 

adverse impact on adjoining properties. 
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We have presumed that the discharge of water/sewage from the proposed first floor bathroom will 

link into the facilities in the existing ground floor bathroom. 

 

Based on the above presumption we support this application. 

 

• P/26/296/FUL – 4, Underwood Place, Brackla, Bridgend CF31 2LR 

 

Proposal:  

Front single storey bathroom extension. 

 

Resolved: 

 

Firstly, we acknowledge that the application is being made on behalf of a disabled occupant of the 
property under the Disabled Facilities Grant to provide a ground floor shower facility rather than 
accessing the vertical lift to one of the upper floors where presumably the existing facilities exist. 

 

The extension is proposed to be built in front of the recognised front building line for the adjoining 
properties and will affect the symmetry of this setting and potentially the amenity value under SPG02. 

 
The extension will be on the existing boundary removing basically all of the front “play area”. 

 

There does not appear to be any consultation with the Land Drainage Department at BCBC on this 
application with no evidence of how the wastewater/sewage will be linked to any existing system of 
discharge. 

 

We wonder if there has been any consideration given to retaining this bathroom within the existing 
footprint of the ground floor by modifying the utility room/wc adjoining the bedroom or indeed 
extending at the rear of the property. 

 
In light of the above points, we object to this planning application. 

 

 
A/26/17/ADV – Well Pharmacy, 8-9 Canolfan, Brackla CF31 2LL 

 
Proposal:  

 

Installation of internally illuminated fascia; externally illuminated traditional heritage style. 

 

Projecting sign, and digitally printed window vinyls. 

 

Resolved: 

 

The business is well established at the Triangle Shopping Centre and has similar signage currently 
and therefore we see no reason to object to the proposed application. 
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•  P/26/233/BCB – Archdeacon John Lewis Church in Wales Primary School, Brackla Way, Brackla, 

Bridgend, CF31 2JS 

 

Proposal:  

3 no. Air Source Heat Pumps (ASHP) to be sited on the east side and serving the main school building 

within an acoustic enclosure; 2no. domestic sized ASHP to be sited on the west and serving the nursery 

wing and 1no. ASHP to be sited on the north side of the building serving the community hall with 

associated building fabric works and electrical connections including a small feeder pillar. 

 

In relation to the above application to which Brackla CC objected to last month, Brackla CC is 

disappointed to note that the matter was not submitted to the Development Control Committee. 

 

 
Meeting closed at 8:05 pm. 
 
 
Date of next meeting: Thursday 17th September 2026. 


